
First Six Weeks Curriculum Guide 

Subject:6th Grade Language Arts 

SOL: 6.1, 6.2, 6.4, 6.5, 6.7, 6.8, 6.9 * 

 

 

Days 
(29) 

Essential Knowledge and Skills Blooms Vocabulary Suggested Instructional 
Activities 

Add. Info. 

 Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.1 The student will participate in and contribute to small-group 
activities.  
 
Ensure that all group members participate in the exchange 
of information 
 
Use strategies that contribute to the discussion 
 
Receive and understand feedback from the others 
 
Pose and respond to questions 
 
Relate and retell information 
 
Restate briefly and critically the main idea(s) or theme(s) discussed 
within a group 
 
Use active listening to focus on what is said and what is implied 
 
Summarize what is heard 
 
Retain and rethink ideas based on what is heard 
 
Infer and assimilate new ideas 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Analyzing 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Creating 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

(Introduce/Define 
and/or Review) 
Authentic texts 
Fiction, Nonfiction, 
Narrative 
Nonfiction 
Author’s craft 
Author’s purpose 
Author’s Viewpoint, 
Points of View 
Voice, Tone, Word 
Choice 
Context clues: 
definitions, signal 
words, direct 
explanations, 
synonyms, 
antonyms,  
Cognates, 
Homophones, 
inferences, 
examples, 
restatements 
contrasts 
Graphic organizers 
Reference 
Materials: 
dictionary, 
glossary, thesaurus 
(print and online) 
Transitional Words 
and phrases 
Reading 
Strategies: 
predicting, prior 

Word Wisdom (Nonfiction, 
roots, affixes, context 
clues, reference materials)  
Units 1 and 2 
 
Reader’s Handbook 
Pgs 31-37 
Pgs 39-63 
Pgs 273-291 
Text Structure 
Pgs 156-165 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Skills 
Pgs 615-620 
Greek/Latin Roots 
Pgs 689-692 
Synonyms 
Pg 616 
Glossary, Dictionary, 
Thesaurus 
Pg 158; pgs 627-630 
Fact/Opinion 
Pg 281 
Summarizing 
Pgs658-659 
Graphic Organizers 
Pgs 662 ;667 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write Source: 

Assessments 
Homework, 
Quizzes/Tests, 
Projects, AR Test,  
Rubrics, 
Checklists, 
Classroom 
observation, 
student 
demonstrations or 
performances, 
Student interviews 
or conclusions 

Rosworks 
STAR 

Reading  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

• August 18 Open House  
• Sept 1 Labor Day 
• Sept 10 Mid-Six Weeks 

Sept 10 End of Six Weeks 



 
6.4 The student will read and learn the meanings of unfamiliar 
words and phrases within authentic texts.  
 
Use common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., aud –  hearing, listening, or sound 
audience, auditory, audible 
 
Identify Latin and Greek roots of common English words  as clues 
to the meaning 
 
Separate and recombine known word parts to predict the meaning 
of unfamiliar words, such as separating poly from polygon and 
phone from telephone to predict the meaning of polyphony 
 
Recognize common antonyms and synonyms 
 
Notice relationships among inflected words, such as proceed and 
procession or internal and internalization 
 
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; 
a word’s function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 

Recognize word relationships, such as: 
° synonyms – small: little; 
° antonyms – up: down; 
° object/action – ear: hear; 
° source/product – tree: lumber; 
° part/whole – paw: dog; and animal/habitat – bee: hive 

Use context clues to determine meanings of unfamiliar words in 
text, such as: 

° examples; 
° restatements; and 
° contrast. 

 
 
Consult word reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses, both print and online) to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its meaning 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

knowledge, 
state/re-state main 
idea, summarize 
details, ask 
questions, draw 
conclusions, make 
inferences, 
compare and 
contrast, 
summarize, 
synthesize, 
analyze, 
Greek and Latin 
Roots and affixes 
Word Origins 
Word Relationships 
Word Nuances 
 
1st Six Weeks: 
Reading: 
Inferences, 
Inferential 
meanings, 
Reading Process 
Active Reading 
Reading Rubric 
Organizational 
Patterns: 
Chronological or 
sequential, 
compare/contrast, 
Cause/effect, 
Problem-solution, 
Generalization or 
Principle 
Apostrophe 
Fact, 
Opinion 
 
Research: 
Online, print, and 
media references: 
Atlas, 
Dictionaries, 
Thesauruses, 
Glossaries, 
Encyclopedias, 

Capitalization  
Pgs 618-627 
Apostrophes pg 604-607 
Types of Sentences: 
Pgs 579-581 
Response to Literature: 
Pgs 283 
Book Review: Pg 287 
Active Listening 
Pgs 418-422 
Prefixes, Suffixes, Roots 
Pgs 564-569 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Pgs 562-563 
Transitional Words 
Pgs 572-573 
 
Pearson Literature Series: 
Unit 1 and 3 
 
(Instructors will select from 
the following narrative 
nonfiction for instructional 
examples.) 
 
“Drive-In Movies” 
p. 46 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5b  
SOL 6.5d, SOL 6.5e  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Cause and result 
relationships  
Prior knowledge  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Character/plot to support 
theme 
 
 
 
 
 



Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on reading and content 

 

 
Applying 

 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 

Directories, 
Appropriate 
Internet resources, 
 

 
 
“Market Square Dog” 
p. 54 
More Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5b  
SOL 6.5d, SOL 6.5e  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Cause and result 
relationships  
Prior knowledge  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Character/plot to support 
theme 
 
"The Case of the Monkeys  
That Fell from the Trees"  
p. 78  
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6c  
SOL 6.6d, SOL 6.6e  
SOL 6.6g, SOL 6.6h  
SOL 6.6i, SOL 6.6k 
Use prior knowledge, word 
choice to create meaning, 
identify questions to be 
answered, 
make/revise/confirm 
predictions, draw 
conclusions/inferences, 
fact vs. opinion, 
compare/contrast 
information about topic 
and selections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing 
 
6.7 The student will write narration, description, exposition, and 
persuasion.  
 

Understand that revising to improve a draft includes: 
° rereading; 
° reflecting; 
° rethinking; and rewriting. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Understan
ding 

Writing 
 
6.8 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, 
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and 
paragraphing.  
 
Use complete sentences with appropriate punctuation 
 
Avoid using coordinating conjunctions at the beginning of a 
sentence (e.g., and, so) 
 
Use reference sources to select the correct spelling and usage of 
words such as their, there, and they’re 
 
Capitalize language classes or classes followed by a number (e.g., 
French, Algebra II) 
 
Capitalize mom and dad only when those titles replace names or 
are used as proper nouns (e.g., My mom told me to go to bed, and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 



I replied, “No, Mom, I don’t want to.”). 
 
Correctly use the apostrophe for contractions and possessives 

 
 

“My Papa, Mark Twain” 
p. 96 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5f, 
SOL 6.5i, SOL 6.6c  
Point of view  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Paraphrasing and 
summarizing  
Identify questions to be 
answered 
 
“Stage Fright”  
p. 104 
More Challenging 
SOL 6.5c, SOL 6.6b  
SOL 6.6c, SOL 6.6d  
SOL 6.6e, SOL 6.6f  
SOL 6.6j  
Use prior knowledge  
Word choice to create 
meaning  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Draw 
conclusions/inferences  
Differentiate between 
facts/opinions  
Compare/contrast 
information about topic  
and selections  
Identify organizational 
pattern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Names/Nombres” 

Reading 
 
6.5 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of a 
variety of fictional texts, narrative nonfiction, and poetry. 
 
Use strategies for summarizing, such as graphic organizers 
 
Use graphic organizers to record plot elements that illustrate 
cause and effect relationships and plot development 
 
Use graphic organizers to record changes in characters as a result 
of incidents in the plot 
 
Use graphic organizers to record clues in the text and inferences or 
conclusions made by the reader as a result of those clues 
 
Identify how transitional words signal an author’s 
organizationsuch as words indicating time, cause and effect, or 
indicating more information 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Applying  
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 

Resources 
SOL Blueprints; 
SS; CG; CF; SPQ 

Textbooks; 
Write Source; 
Word Wisdom; 
Reader’s 
handbook; 

Novels; DLR; 
Computer lab; 
AR; COACH; 
Smartboard 

Supplementary  
Grade Level- 
Content Area 
Books 

Reading 
 
6.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of a 
variety of nonfiction texts. 
 

Activate prior knowledge before reading by use of, but not limited 
to: 

° small-group or whole-class discussion; 
° anticipation guides; and preview of key vocabulary 

Pose questions prior to and during the reading process based on 
text structures, such as: 

° boldface and/or italics type; 
° type set in color; 
° vocabulary; 
° graphics or photographs; and headings and subheadings 

Use specific and helpful clues in the context, including: 
° definitions – which define words within the text; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understand
ing 

 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 



° signal words – which alert readers that explanations or 
examples 
follow; 

° direct explanations – which explain terms as they are 
introduced; 

° synonyms – which provide a more commonly used term; 
° antonyms – which contrast words with their opposites; 

and 
° inferences – which imply meaning and help readers 

deduce  meaning 
Give evidence from the text to support conclusions 
 

Identify common patterns of organizing text including: 
° chronological or sequential; 
° comparison/contrast; 
° cause and effect; 
° problem-solution; and generalization or principle 

 

Predict and then read to validate or revise the prediction(s) 
 
Identify clue words and phrases that help unlock meaning of 
unfamiliar and technical terms 
 
Comprehend and record details and/or facts in order to arrive at a 
conclusion, inference, or generalization 
 
Recognize that a fact is something that can be proven, while an 
opinion is a personal feeling 
 
Determine a central idea of a text and recognize how details 
support that idea 
 
Use graphic organizers to show similarities and differences in the 
information found in several sources about the same topic 

Use strategies and rules for summarizing, such as the following: 
° delete trivia and redundancy; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or create a 

main idea statement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 

 
Understand

ing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Understand
ing 

 
 

Understand
ing 

 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

p. 114 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g, SOL 6.5i  
Vocabulary in context  
Point of view/purpose  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Character and plot to 
support theme  
Paraphrasing and 
summarizing 
 
 
“The Lady and the Spider”  
p. 124 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.6b  
SOL 6.6c, SOL 6.6d  
SOL 6.6e, SOL 6.6f  
SOL 6.6i, SOL 6.6j  
Vocabulary in context  
Use prior knowledge  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Draw 
conclusions/inferences  
Differentiate between 
facts/opinions  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details  
Compare/contrast 
information about topic  
Identify organizational 
pattern 
 
 
 
 



 
* Bold items are assessed on the SOL test. 

 

Summarize the text without providing a personal opinion 
 
Compare and contrast similar information across several texts 

Creating 
 
 

Analyzing 

Research 
 

6.9  The student will find, evaluate, and select appropriate 
resources for a research product.   

Understand and use the online, print, and media references 
available in the classroom, school, and public libraries, including: 

° general and specialized dictionaries; 
° thesauruses and glossaries; 
° general and specialized encyclopedias; 
° directories; 

general and specialized (or subject-specific) databases; and 
internet resources, as appropriate for school use 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 

Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.2 The student will present, listen critically, and express 

opinions in oral presentations.   
 
Take notes to record facts/opinions or differing viewpoints 
 
Paraphrase or summarize what others have said 
 

Use strategies for summarizing, such as the following: 
° delete trivial and redundant information; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or create a 

main idea statement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Creating 

Other 

  
  



SECOND Six Weeks Curriculum Guide 

Subject:6th Grade Language Arts 

SOL: 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.6 ,6.7, 6.8, 6.9 * 

 

 

Days 
(29) 

Essential Knowledge and Skills Blooms Vocabulary Suggested Instructional 
Activities 

Add. Info. 

 Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.1 The student will participate in and contribute to small-
group activities.  
 
Ensure that all group members participate in the 
exchange of information 
 
Use strategies that contribute to the discussion 
 
Receive and understand feedback from the others 
 
Pose and respond to questions 
 
Relate and retell information 
 
Restate briefly and critically the main idea(s) or theme(s) 
discussed within a group 
 
Use active listening to focus on what is said and what is 
implied 
 
Summarize what is heard 
 
Retain and rethink ideas based on what is heard 
 
Infer and assimilate new ideas 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Creating 

(Redefine, 
Reinforce and/or 
Review) 
Authentic texts 
Fiction, Nonfiction, 
Narrative 
Nonfiction 
Author’s craft 
Author’s purpose 
Author’s Viewpoint, 
Points of View 
Voice, Tone, Word 
Choice 
Context clues: 
definitions, signal 
words, direct 
explanations, 
synonyms, 
antonyms,  
Cognates, 
homophones 
inferences, 
examples, 
restatements 
contrasts 
Graphic organizers 
Reference 
Materials: 
dictionary, 
glossary, thesaurus 
(print and online) 
Transitional Words 
and phrases 
Reading 
Strategies: 

Narrative Writing Project 
 
Reader’s Handbook 
Pg55 
Write Source 
Pgs 93-134; 526 
 
Accelerated Reader 

 
Word Wisdom (Nonfiction, 
roots, affixes, context 
clues, reference materials) 
Units 2, 3 and 4 
 
Write Source: 
Quotation Marks/Dialogue 
Pgs 598-601 
Sentence Type 
Pgs 518  
Parts of Speech 
Pgs 702-749 
Active Listening 
Pgs 418-422 
Prefixes, Suffixes, Roots 
Pgs 564-569 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Pgs 562-563 
Transitional Words 
Pgs 572-573 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessments 
Homework, 
Quizzes/Tests, 
Projects, AR 
Test,  Rubrics, 
Checklists, 
Classroom 
observation, 
student 
demonstrations 
or 
performances, 
Student 
interviews or 
conclusions 

Rosworks 
STAR 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

• TBA CF Fall Foliage Festival 
• Oct 7 Report Cards Issued 
• Oct 13  Parent Teacher 

Conferences 
• Oct 22 Mid-Six Weeks 
• Nov 11 End of 2nd Six Weeks 

 



Use a checklist and/or rubric to evaluate the 
participation of self and others. 
 
 

 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Creating 
 

 
 

Evaluate 

predicting, prior 
knowledge, 
state/re-state main 
idea, summarize 
details, ask 
questions, draw 
conclusions, make 
inferences, 
compare and 
contrast, 
summarize, 
synthesize, 
analyze, 
Greek and Latin 
Roots and affixes 
Word Origins 
Word Relationships 
Word Nuances 
 
2nd Six Weeks: 
Reading: 
Elements of 
Narrative Structure: 
Setting, plot, 
character, conflict 
(internal/external) 
Central idea or 
theme, Exposition, 
Rising Action, 
Climax, Falling 
Action, Resolution 
Character traits 
(Characterization) 
Setting: time, 
place, duration 
Explicit vs. Implied 
Author’s Tone: 
Serious, hostile, 
humorous, 
enthusiastic, 
objective, personal, 
impersonal, 
sarcastic, solemn 
Inferences 
Inferential meaning 
Genres:short story, 
novel, drama 

Pearson Literature Series: 
Units 1 and 2 
 
(Instructors will select from 
the following instructional 
examples.) 
 
“Greyling”  
p. 9 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5b  
SOL 6.5c, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Word choice to create 
meaning  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Use prior knowledge  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Character and plot 
development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.3 The student will present, listen critically, and express 

opinions in oral presentations.   
 
Take notes to record facts/opinions or differing viewpoints 
 
Paraphrase or summarize what others have said 
 

Use strategies for summarizing, such as the following: 
° delete trivial and redundant information; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 

create a main idea statement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing  
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Creating 

Reading 
 
6.4 The student will read and learn the meanings of 
unfamiliar words and phrases within authentic texts.  
 
Use common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., aud –  hearing, listening, or sound 
audience, auditory, audible 
 
Identify Latin and Greek roots of common English words  as 
clues to the meaning 
 
Separate and recombine known word parts to predict the 
meaning of unfamiliar words, such as separating poly from 
polygon and phone from telephone to predict the meaning 
of polyphony 
 
Recognize common antonyms and synonyms 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 



Notice relationships among inflected words, such as proceed 
and procession or internal and internalization 
 
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning 

Recognize word relationships, such as: 
° synonyms – small: little; 
° antonyms – up: down; 
° object/action – ear: hear; 
° source/product – tree: lumber; 
° part/whole – paw: dog; and animal/habitat – bee: 

hive 

Use context clues to determine meanings of unfamiliar 
words in text, such as: 

° examples; 
° restatements; and 
° contrast. 

 
Consult word reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses, both print and online) to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its meaning 
 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on reading and content 

 

 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 

 
Writing: 
Domains of writing: 
Composing, written 
expression, usage 
and mechanics 
Writing Process,  
Pre-writing 
techniques: 
Brainstorming, 
webbing, mapping, 
clustering, listing, 
outlining 
Revising 
techniques: 
Rereading, 
reflecting, 
rethinking, rewriting 
writing rubric 
Topic sentence 
Thesis statement 
Sentence Types: 
Declarative, 
exclamatory, 
imperative, 
interrogative 
Narrative 
techniques: 
dialogue, 
pacing, description 
Coherence 
Elaboration, 
 
Grammar: 
Parts of Speech 
Adjective, adverb, 
conjunction 
(coordinating and 
subordinating) 
interjection, noun, 
preposition, 
pronoun, verb 
Correct use of 
quotation marks 
 
 
 

 
“Stray”  
pp. 24 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5b  
SOL 6.5c, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Word choice to create 
meaning  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Use prior knowledge  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Character and plot 
development 
 
“The Homecoming” 
p. 32 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5b  
SOL 6.5c, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Word choice to create 
meaning  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Use prior knowledge  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Character and plot 
development 
 
 
 

Reading  
 
6.5 The student will read and demonstrate 
comprehension of a variety of fictional texts, narrative 
nonfiction, and poetry. 
 
Understand setting as time and place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Understand plot as: 
° the development of the central conflict and 

resolution; 
° the sequence of events in the story; and 
° the writer’s map for what happens, how it 

happens, to whom it      happens, and when it 
happens 

Understand that character traits are revealed by: 
° what a character says; 
° what a character thinks;  
° what a character does; and how other 

characters respond to the character 
Determine a central idea or theme of a fictional text 
and how it is developed through specific details 

Understand internal and external conflicts in stories, 
including: 

° internal conflicts within characters;  
° external conflicts between characters; and 

changes in characters as a result of conflicts 
and resolutions in the plot 

Describe how a fictional plot is often episodic, and how 
characters develop as the plot moves toward a resolution 

Notice an author’s craft, including use of : 
° language patterns; 
° sentence variety; 
° vocabulary; 
° imagery; and figurative language 

 

Recognize an author’s tone including serious, humorous, 
objective, and personal 

Use strategies for summarizing, such as graphic organizers 
 
Use graphic organizers to record plot elements that 
illustrate cause and effect relationships and plot 
development 
 
Use graphic organizers to record changes in characters as a 
result of incidents in the plot 
 

Understanding 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Research: 
Online, print, and 
media references: 
Atlas, 
Dictionaries, 
Thesauruses, 
Glossaries, 
Encyclopedias, 
Directories, 
Appropriate 
Internet resources, 
 

 
 
“The Tail”  
p. 192 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5b  
SOL 6.5c, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Word choice to create 
meaning  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Use prior knowledge  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Character and plot 
development 
 
“Dragon Dragon”  
 p. 206 
More Challenging  
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.5a  
SOL 6.5d, SOL 6.5e  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5g  
Words in context  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Character and plot 
development  
Conclusions and inference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Use graphic organizers to record clues in the text and 
inferences or conclusions made by the reader as a result of 
those clues 
 
Identify how transitional words signal an author’s 
organization such as words indicating time, cause and 
effect, or indicating more information 
 

 
Applying 

 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 

 
“Zlateh the Goat”  
p. 222 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Character and plot 
development 
 
“The Old Woman Who 
Lived With the Wolves” 
p. 234 
More Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Character and plot 
development 
 
“The Circuit”  
 p. 247 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.5a  
SOL 6.5d, SOL 6.5e  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5g  
Words in context  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Character and plot 
development  
Conclusions and 
inferences 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
6.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension 
of a variety of nonfiction texts. 
 

Activate prior knowledge before reading by use of, but not 
limited to: 

° small-group or whole-class discussion; 
° anticipation guides; and preview of key vocabulary 

Pose questions prior to and during the reading process 
based on text structures, such as: 

° boldface and/or italics type; 
° type set in color; 
° vocabulary; 
° graphics or photographs; and headings and 

subheadings 

Use specific and helpful clues in the context, including: 
° definitions – which define words within the text; 
° signal words – which alert readers that 

explanations or examples 
follow; 

° direct explanations – which explain terms as they 
are introduced; 

° synonyms – which provide a more commonly used 
term; 

° antonyms – which contrast words with their 
opposites; and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
SOL Blueprints; 
SS; CG; CF; SPQ 

Textbooks; 
Write Source; 
Word Wisdom; 
Reader’s 
handbook; 

Novels; DLR; 
Computer lab; 
AR; COACH; 
Smartboard 

Supplementary  
Grade Level- 
Content Area 
Books 



° inferences – which imply meaning and help readers 
deduce  meaning 

Give evidence from the text to support conclusions 
 
Predict and then read to validate or revise the prediction(s) 
 
Identify clue words and phrases that help unlock meaning of 
unfamiliar and technical terms 
 
Comprehend and record details and/or facts in order to 
arrive at a conclusion, inference, or generalization 
 
Recognize that a fact is something that can be proven, while 
an opinion is a personal feeling 
 
Determine a central idea of a text and recognize how details 
support that idea 
 
Use graphic organizers to show similarities and differences 
in the information found in several sources about the same 
topic 

Use strategies and rules for summarizing, such as the 
following: 

° delete trivia and redundancy; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 

create a main idea statement 
 

Summarize the text without providing a personal opinion 
 
Compare and contrast similar information across several 
texts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 

 
“The All American Slurp”  
p. 286 
More Challenging  
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Character and plot 
development  
Conclusions and 
inferences 
 
“Becky and the Wheels-
and- 
Break Boys”  
p. 252 
Less Challenging  
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5b  
SOL 6.5c, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Word choice to create 
meaning  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Use prior knowledge  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Character and plot 
development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Writing   



 
6.7 The student will write narration, description, 

exposition, and persuasion. 
 
Develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective techniques, relevant descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences when writing narratives 
 
Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically 
 
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and 
description, to develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters 
 
Establish and maintain a formal style of writing when 
appropriate 
 
Provide an appropriate conclusion for the purpose and 
mode of writing 
 
Identify audience and purpose for any piece of writing 

Use selected prewriting techniques, such as: 
° brainstorming; 
° webbing; 
° mapping; 
° clustering; 
° listing; 
° organizing graphically; 
° questioning; and 
° outlining. 

 

Elaborate to: 
° give detail; 
° add depth; and continue the flow of an idea 

 

Write an effective thesis statement focusing, limiting, or 
narrowing the topic 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 

“South Paw”  
p. 260  
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.6a  
SOL 6.5d, SOL 6.5e  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Text structures  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Use prior knowledge  
Text clues for conclusions 
and inferences  
Character and plot 
development 
 
“The King of Mazy May” 
p. 304 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5b  
SOL 6.5c, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Word choice to create 
meaning  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Use prior knowledge  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Character and plot 
development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Differentiate between a thesis statement and a topic 
sentence 
 
Write more than one paragraph on any central theme or 
topic demonstrating elaboration, coherence, and unity 
 

Incorporate variety into sentences, using appropriate: 
o modifier – an adjective, an adverb, or a phrase 

or clause acting as an adjective or adverb;  
° coordination – joining words, phrases, 

clauses, or sentences 
by using appropriate coordinating conjunctions; 
and 

o subordination – establishing the relationship 
between an independent and a dependent 
clause by using appropriate subordinate 
conjunctions 

Understand that revising to improve a draft includes: 
° rereading; 
° reflecting; 
° rethinking; and rewriting. 

 

Use available computer technology to enhance the writing 
 

 
Creating 

 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 

 
“Aaron’s Gift” 
p. 318 
More Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5b  
SOL 6.5c, SOL 6.5d  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g  
Elements of narrative 
structure  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Word choice to create 
meaning  
Describe cause/result 
relationships and  
effects  
Use prior knowledge  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Character and plot 
development 
 
Reader’s Handbook: 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Skills 
Pgs 615-620 
Greek/Latin Roots 
Pgs 689-692 
Synonyms 
Pg 616 
Glossary, Dictionary, 
Thesaurus 
Pg 158; pgs 627-630 
Summarizing 
Pgs658-659 
Graphic Organizers 
Pgs 662 ;667 
 
Elements of Fiction 
Pgs 390-405 
 
Reinforcement of 
Narrative Structure 
Elements Pgs 293-388 
 

Writing 
 
6.8 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, 
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing.  
 
Diagram sentences with phrases and clauses 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 



Choose adjectives and adverbs appropriately (e.g., He is a 
good student. He does really well in all his studies). 
 
Maintain a consistent verb tense within sentences and 
throughout and across paragraphs 
 
Punctuate and format dialogue 
 
Correctly use quotation marks in dialogue 

 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Applying 
Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.2 The student will present, listen critically, and express 

opinions in oral presentations.   
 
Take notes to record facts/opinions or differing viewpoints 
 
Paraphrase or summarize what others have said 
 

Use strategies for summarizing, such as the following: 
° delete trivial and redundant information; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or create a 

main idea statement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 

Other 

Research 
 

6.9  The student will find, evaluate, and select appropriate 
resources for a research product.   

Understand and use the online, print, and media references 
available in the classroom, school, and public libraries, 
including: 

° general and specialized dictionaries; 
° thesauruses and glossaries; 
° general and specialized encyclopedias; 
° directories; 

general and specialized (or subject-specific) databases; and 
internet resources, as appropriate for school use 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 



  
* Bold items are assessed on the SOL test. 



THIRD Six Weeks Curriculum Guide 

Subject:6th Grade Language Arts 

SOL: 6.1,6.2,6.5,6.6,6.7,6.8,6.9 * 

 

 

Days 
(29) 

Essential Knowledge and Skills Blooms Vocabulary Suggested Instructional 
Activities 

Add. Info. 

 Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.1 The student will participate in and contribute to small-
group activities.  
 
Ensure that all group members participate in the 
exchange of information 
 
Use strategies that contribute to the discussion 
 
Receive and understand feedback from the others 
 
Pose and respond to questions 
 
Relate and retell information 
 
Restate briefly and critically the main idea(s) or theme(s) 
discussed within a group 
 
Use active listening to focus on what is said and what is 
implied 
 
Summarize what is heard 
 
Retain and rethink ideas based on what is heard 
 
Infer and assimilate new ideas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Creating 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Creating 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Creating 
 

(Redefine, 
Reinforce and/or 
Review) 
Authentic texts 
Fiction, Nonfiction, 
Narrative 
Nonfiction 
Author’s craft 
Author’s purpose 
Author’s Viewpoint, 
Points of View 
Voice, Tone, Word 
Choice 
Context clues: 
definitions, signal 
words, direct 
explanations, 
synonyms, 
antonyms, 
Cognates, 
Homophones, 
inferences, 
examples, 
restatements 
contrasts 
Graphic organizers 
Reference 
Materials: 
dictionary, 
glossary, thesaurus 
(print and online) 
Transitional Words 
and phrases 
Reading 
Strategies: 

Descriptive Writing Project 
Write Source 
Pgs 71-91; 527 
 
CWC Writing Contest 
Accelerated Reader 
 
Word Wisdom (Nonfiction, 
roots, affixes, context 
clues, reference materials) 
Units 4 and 5 
 
Pearson Literature Series: 
Units 4 and 5 
(Instructors will select from 
the following instructional 
examples.) 
 
“Oranges”  
p. 555 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5b, SOL 6.5c  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5j  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Describe how word choice 
and imagery contribute to 
meaning  
Use prior knowledge  
Draw conclusions/ make 
inferences  
Analyze figurative lang.  
Understand poetic forms 
 

Assessments 
Homework, 
Quizzes/Tests, 
Projects, AR 
Test,  Rubrics, 
Checklists, 
Classroom 
observation, 
student 
demonstrations 
or 
performances, 
Student 
interviews or 
conclusions 

Rosworks 
STAR 

Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

• Nov 18 Report Cards Issued 
• Nov 26,27,28 Thanksgiving Break 
• Dec 10 Mid-Six Weeks 
• Dec 19 Early Release Winter Break 

through Jan 4 
• Jan 15 End of 3rd Six-Weeks and 1st 

 
 



6.2 The student will present, listen critically, and express 
opinions in oral presentations.   

 
Take notes to record facts/opinions or differing viewpoints 
 
Paraphrase or summarize what others have said 
 

Use strategies for summarizing, such as the following: 
° delete trivial and redundant information; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 

create a main idea statement 

 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

 

predicting, prior 
knowledge, 
state/re-state main 
idea, summarize 
details, ask 
questions, draw 
conclusions, make 
inferences, 
compare and 
contrast, 
summarize, 
synthesize, 
analyze, 
Greek and Latin 
Roots and affixes 
Word Origins 
Word Relationships 
Word Nuances 
 
3rd Six Weeks: 
Imagery and 
Figurative 
language 
Colloquial 
expressions 
Simile,  hyperbole, 
metaphor 
Author’s tone 
Serious, hostile, 
humorous, 
enthusiastic, 
objective, personal, 
impersonal, 
sarcastic, solemn 
Genre: short story, 
Novel, drama 
Imagery: sight, 
sound, smell, taste, 
touch 
Poetic elements: 
rhyme, rhythm, 
repetition, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia 
Poetic Forms: 
Haiku, limerick, 

“Ode to Family  
Photographs”  
p. 557 
Less Challenging 
 
“Adventures of Isabel"  
p. 564 
Less Challenging 
 
“Wilber Wright and Orville  
Wright”  
p. 566 
Less Challenging 
 
“Ankylosaurus”  
p. 568 
Less Challenging 
Understand poetic forms 
 
“A Dream Within a Dream”  
p. 573 
Less Challenging 
 
SOL 6.5b, SOL 6.5c  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5j  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Describe how word choice 
and imagery  
contribute to meaning  
Use prior knowledge  
Draw conclusions/ make 
inferences  
Analyze figurative 
language  
Understand poetic forms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
6.4 The student will read and learn the meanings of 
unfamiliar words and phrases within authentic texts.  
 
Use common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., aud –  hearing, listening, or sound 
audience, auditory, audible 
 
Identify Latin and Greek roots of common English words  as 
clues to the meaning 
 
Separate and recombine known word parts to predict the 
meaning of unfamiliar words, such as separating poly from 
polygon and phone from telephone to predict the meaning 
of polyphony 
 
Recognize common antonyms and synonyms 
 
Notice relationships among inflected words, such as proceed 
and procession or internal and internalization 
 
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning 

Recognize word relationships, such as: 
° synonyms – small: little; 
° antonyms – up: down; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 



° object/action – ear: hear; 
° source/product – tree: lumber; 
° part/whole – paw: dog; and animal/habitat – bee: 

hive 

Use context clues to determine meanings of unfamiliar 
words in text, such as: 

° examples; 
° restatements; and 
° contrast. 

 
Consult word reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses, both print and online) to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its meaning 
 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on reading and content 

Identify figurative language in text, including: 
° simile – figures of speech that use the words like 

or as to make 
comparisons; 

° hyperbole – intentionally exaggerated figures of 
speech; and 

metaphor – a comparison equating two or more unlike 
things without using “like” or “as.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Applying 

ballad, free verse 
Writing: 
Domains of writing: 
Composing, written 
expression, usage 
and mechanics 
Writing Process,  
Pre-writing 
techniques: 
Brainstorming, 
webbing, mapping, 
clustering, listing, 
outlining 
Revising 
techniques: 
Rereading, 
reflecting, 
rethinking, rewriting 
writing rubric 
Topic sentence 
Thesis statement 
Sentence Types: 
Declarative, 
exclamatory, 
imperative, 
interrogative 
Narrative 
techniques: 
dialogue, 
pacing, description 
Coherence 
Elaboration,  
Consistent Verb 
Tense 
Sentence Variety: 
By type--Simple, 
compound, 
Complex 
By use of—
modifier, 
coordination, 
subordination 
Subject/Verb 
agreement 
 
Sentence Diagram 
 

 
 
 
 “Life Doesn’t Frighten Me”  
p. 574 
Above Level  
 
 “The Walrus and the  
Carpenter”  
p. 576 
Above Level 
 
“Simile: Willow and  
Ginkgo”  
p. 588 
Less Challenging 
 
“April Rain Song”  
p. 589 
Less Challenging 
 
SOL 6.5b, SOL 6.5c  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5j  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Describe how word choice 
and imagery  
contribute to meaning  
Use prior knowledge  
Draw conclusions/ make 
inferences  
Analyze figurative 
language  
Understand poetic forms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading  
 
6.5 The student will read and demonstrate 
comprehension of a variety of fictional texts, narrative 
nonfiction, and poetry. 

 
Notice an author’s craft, including use of : 

° language patterns; 
° sentence variety; 
° vocabulary; 
° imagery; and figurative language 

Recognize an author’s use of: 
° simile – figures of speech that use the words like or 

as to make comparisons; 
° hyperbole – intentionally exaggerated figures of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 



speech; and  
° metaphor – a figure of speech that makes a 

comparison equating two or more unlike things 
without using “like” or “as.” 

Recognize poetic forms, including: 
° haiku – a 17-syllable, delicate, unrhymed Japanese 

verse, usually about nature; 
° limerick – a 5-line, rhymed, rhythmic verse, usually 

humorous; 
° ballad – a songlike narrative poem, usually 

featuring rhyme, rhythm, 
and refrain; and 

o free verse – poetry with neither regular meter nor 
rhyme scheme 

Recognize poetic elements in prose and poetry, 
including: 

° rhyme – recurring identical or similar final word 
sounds within or at 
 the ends of lines of verse, e.g., farm/harm; 

° rhythm – the recurring pattern of strong and weak 
syllabic stresses; 

° repetition – repeated use of sounds, words, or 
ideas for effect and 
 emphasis; 

° alliteration – repetition of initial sounds, e.g., picked 
a peck of 
pickled peppers; and 

° onomatopoeia – the use of a word whose sound 
suggests its meaning, e.g., buzz. 

 

Analyze author’s use of figurative language 

Use strategies for summarizing, such as graphic organizers 
 
Use graphic organizers to record plot elements that 
illustrate cause and effect relationships and plot 
development 
 
Use graphic organizers to record changes in characters as a 
result of incidents in the plot 
 
Use graphic organizers to record clues in the text and 
inferences or conclusions made by the reader as a result of 

 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Applying  
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 

 
Research: 
Online, print, and 
media references: 
Atlas, 
Dictionaries, 
Thesauruses, 
Glossaries, 
Encyclopedias, 
Directories, 
Appropriate 
Internet resources, 
 
 

 
 
“Fame is a Bee”  
p. 590 
Less Challenging 
 
“Abuelito Who”  
p. 594 
Above Level  
 
“The World Is Not A  
Pleasant Place To Be”  
p. 595 
Above Level  
 
“Child on the Top of a  
Greenhouse”  
p. 596 
Above Level  
 
“Who knows if the moon’s”  
p. 610 
Less Challenging 
 
“Dust of Snow”  
p. 612 
Less Challenging 
 
SOL 6.5b, SOL 6.5c  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5j  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Describe how word choice 
and imagery  
contribute to meaning  
Use prior knowledge  
Draw conclusions/ make 
inferences  
Analyze figurative 
language  
Understand poetic forms 
 
 
 
 
 



those clues 
 
Identify how transitional words signal an author’s 
organization such as words indicating time, cause and 
effect, or indicating more information 
 

 
 
“Haiku” 
p. 624 
Less Challenging 
 
“The Sidewalk Racer” 
p. 625 
Less Challenging 
 
 “Limerick”  
p. 626 
Less Challenging 
 
“Haiku” 
p. 630 
Above Level 
 
“Concrete Cat” 
p. 631 
Above Level 
 
“Limerick” 
p. 632 
Above Level 
SOL 6.5b, SOL 6.5c  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5j  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Describe how word choice 
and imagery  
contribute to meaning  
Use prior knowledge  
Draw conclusions/ make 
inferences  
Analyze figurative 
language  
Understand poetic forms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
6.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension 
of a variety of nonfiction texts. 
 

Activate prior knowledge before reading by use of, but not 
limited to: 

° small-group or whole-class discussion; 
° anticipation guides; and preview of key vocabulary 

Pose questions prior to and during the reading process 
based on text structures, such as: 

° boldface and/or italics type; 
° type set in color; 
° vocabulary; 
° graphics or photographs; and headings and 

subheadings 

Use specific and helpful clues in the context, including: 
° definitions – which define words within the text; 
° signal words – which alert readers that 

explanations or examples 
follow; 

° direct explanations – which explain terms as they 
are introduced; 

° synonyms – which provide a more commonly used 
term; 

° antonyms – which contrast words with their 
opposites; and 

° inferences – which imply meaning and help readers 
deduce  meaning 

Give evidence from the text to support conclusions 
 

Identify common patterns of organizing text including: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
SOL Blueprints; 
SS; CG; CF; SPQ 

Textbooks; 
Write Source; 
Word Wisdom; 
Reader’s 
handbook; 

Novels; DLR; 
Computer lab; 
AR; COACH; 
Smartboard 

Supplementary  
Grade Level- 
Content Area 
Books 



° chronological or sequential; 
° comparison/contrast; 
° cause and effect; 
° problem-solution; and generalization or principle 

 

Predict and then read to validate or revise the prediction(s) 
 
Identify clue words and phrases that help unlock meaning of 
unfamiliar and technical terms 
 
Comprehend and record details and/or facts in order to 
arrive at a conclusion, inference, or generalization 
 
Recognize that a fact is something that can be proven, while 
an opinion is a personal feeling 
 
Determine a central idea of a text and recognize how details 
support that idea 
 
Use graphic organizers to show similarities and differences 
in the information found in several sources about the same 
topic 

Use strategies and rules for summarizing, such as the 
following: 

° delete trivia and redundancy; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 

create a main idea statement 
 

Summarize the text without providing a personal opinion 
 
Compare an dcontrast similar information across several 
texts 

 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 

Analyzing 

 
 
 
Write Source 
Sentence Structure: 
Pgs. 500-522 
Pronouns pgs 706-717 
Verbs pgs 718-731 
    Tense pgs 720-725 
    Singular v. plural pg 728 
Active Listening 
Pgs 418-422 
Prefixes, Suffixes, Roots 
Pgs 564-569 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Pgs 562-563 
Transitional Words 
Pgs 572-573 
Poetry 
Pgs 353-359 
 
Reader’s Handbook 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Skills 
Pgs 615-620 
Greek/Latin Roots 
Pgs 689-692 
Synonyms 
Pg 616 
Glossary, Dictionary, 
Thesaurus 
Pg 158; pgs 627-630 
Summarizing 
Pgs658-659 
Graphic Organizers 
Pgs 662 ;667 
Figurative Language 
Pgs 426-427 
Metaphor pg 455 
Simile pg 464 
 
 

Writing  
 
6.7 The student will write narration, description,    

exposition, and persuasion. 
 

Use transitional words or phrases to connect parts of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 



sentences in order to:  
° show relationships between ideas; 
° signal a shift or change in the writer's thoughts;  
° signal levels of importance;  
° suggest a pattern of organization; and make 
sentences clearer. 

 
Write using descriptive details 
 

Understand that revising to improve a draft includes: 
° rereading; 
° reflecting; 
° rethinking; and rewriting. 

 

Establish and maintain a formal style of writing when 
appropriate 
 
Provide an appropriate conclusion for the purpose and 
mode of writing 
 
Identify audience and purpose for any piece of writing 

Use selected prewriting techniques, such as: 
° brainstorming; 
° webbing; 
° mapping; 
° clustering; 
° listing; 
° organizing graphically; 
° questioning; and 
° outlining. 

 

Elaborate to: 
° give detail; 
° add depth; and continue the flow of an idea 

 

Write an effective thesis statement focusing, limiting, or 
narrowing the topic 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 



Differentiate between a thesis statement and a topic 
sentence 
 
Write more than one paragraph on any central theme or 
topic demonstrating elaboration, coherence, and unity 
 

Incorporate variety into sentences, using appropriate: 
o modifier – an adjective, an adverb, or a phrase 

or clause acting as an adjective or adverb;  
° coordination – joining words, phrases, 

clauses, or sentences 
by using appropriate coordinating conjunctions; 
and 

o subordination – establishing the relationship 
between an independent and a dependent 
clause by using appropriate subordinate 
conjunctions 

 

Use available computer technology to enhance the writing 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 

 
Writing 
 
6.8 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, 
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing.  
 
Avoid using coordinating conjunctions at the beginning of a 
sentence (e.g., and, so) 
 
Diagram sentences with phrases and clauses 
 
Use singular verbs with singular subjects and plural verbs 
with plural subjects (e.g., The driver of the bus aware of 
children drives very carefully. The students in the class 
discuss many topics). 
 
Use first person pronouns appropriately in compound 
subjects and objects (e.g., John and I went to the store. 
Mother gave presents to Jim and me.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 



 
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with 
unclear or ambiguous antecedents) 
 
Maintain a consistent verb tense within sentences and 
throughout and across paragraphs 
 

 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Applying 

Research 
 

6.9 The student will find, evaluate, and select appropriate 
resources for a research product.   

Understand and use the online, print, and media references 
available in the classroom, school, and public libraries, 
including: 

° general and specialized dictionaries; 
° thesauruses and glossaries; 
° general and specialized encyclopedias; 
° directories; 

general and specialized (or subject-specific) databases; and 
internet resources, as appropriate for school use 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 

Other 

  
  

* Bold items are assessed on the SOL test. 



FOURTH Six Weeks Curriculum Guide 

Subject:6th Grade Language Arts 

SOL:  6.1, 6.2, 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 6.9* 

 

 

Days 
(29) 

Essential Knowledge and Skills Blooms Vocabulary Suggested Instructional 
Activities 

Add. Info. 

 Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.1 The student will participate in and contribute to small-
group activities.  
 
Ensure that all group members participate in the 
exchange of information 
 
Use strategies that contribute to the discussion 
 
Receive and understand feedback from the others 
 
Pose and respond to questions 
 
Relate and retell information 
 
Restate briefly and critically the main idea(s) or theme(s) 
discussed within a group 
 
Use active listening to focus on what is said and what is 
implied 
 
Summarize what is heard 
 
Retain and rethink ideas based on what is heard 
 
Infer and assimilate new ideas 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Analyzing 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

(Redefine, 
Reinforce and/or 
Review) 
Authentic texts 
Fiction, Nonfiction, 
Narrative 
Nonfiction 
Author’s craft 
Author’s purpose 
Author’s Viewpoint, 
Points of View 
Voice, Tone, Word 
Choice 
Context clues: 
definitions, signal 
words, direct 
explanations, 
synonyms, 
antonyms, 
Cognates, 
homophones, 
inferences, 
examples, 
restatements 
contrasts 
Graphic organizers 
Reference 
Materials: 
dictionary, 
glossary, thesaurus 
(print and online) 
Transitional Words 
and phrases 
Reading 
Strategies: 

Persuasive Writing Project 
Write Source 
Pgs 219-273; 529 
 
Accelerated Reader 
 
Word Wisdom (Nonfiction, 
roots, affixes, context 
clues, reference materials) 
Units 5, 6, and 7 
 
Reader’s Handbook 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Skills 
Pgs 615-620 
Greek/Latin Roots 
Pgs 689-692 
Synonyms 
Pg 616 
Glossary, Dictionary, 
Thesaurus 
Pg 158; pgs 627-630 
Summarizing 
Pgs658-659 
Graphic Organizers 
Pgs 662 ;667 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessments 
Homework, 
Quizzes/Tests, 
Projects, AR 
Test,  Rubrics, 
Checklists, 
Classroom 
observation, 
student 
demonstrations 
or 
performances, 
Student 
interviews or 
conclusions 

Rosworks 
STAR 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

• Jan 14, 15 Teacher Workdays 
• Jan 16 Begin 4th Six Weeks 
• Jan 19 Holiday 
• Jan 20 1st Semester Report Cards Issued 
• Feb 11 Mid-Six Weeks 
• Feb 26 End of 4th Six-Weeks 

 



Use a checklist and/or rubric to evaluate the 
participation of self and others. 
 

Evaluating predicting, prior 
knowledge, 
state/re-state main 
idea, summarize 
details, ask 
questions, draw 
conclusions, make 
inferences, 
compare and 
contrast, 
summarize, 
synthesize, 
analyze, 
Greek and Latin 
Roots and affixes 
Word Origins 
Word Relationships 
Word Nuances 
 
4th Six Weeks: 
Reading: 
 
Imagery and 
Figurative 
language: 
Colloquial 
expressions 
Simile,  hyperbole, 
metaphor 
Author’s tone 
Serious, hostile, 
humorous, 
enthusiastic, 
objective, personal, 
impersonal, 
sarcastic, solemn 
Genre: short story, 
Novel, drama 
Imagery: sight, 
sound, smell, taste, 
touch 
Poetic elements: 
rhyme, rhythm, 
repetition, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia 
Poetic Forms: 

Pearson Literature Series 
Units 4 and 5 
(Instructors will select from 
the following instructional 
examples.) 
 
“No Thank You”  
p. 640 
Less Challenging 
 
“Parade”  
p. 643 
Less Challenging 
 
“Wind, Water and Stone”  
p. 644 
Above Level 
  
“The Fairies Lullaby”  
p. 648 
Above Level  
 
“Saying Yes” 
p. 649 
Above Level 
 
“Cynthia in the Snow”  
p. 650 
Above Level  
 
SOL 6.5b, SOL 6.5c  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5j  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Describe how word choice 
and imagery  
contribute to meaning  
Use prior knowledge  
Draw conclusions/ make 
inferences  
Analyze figurative 
language  
Understand poetic forms 
 
 
 

Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.2 The student will present, listen critically, and express 

opinions in oral presentations.   
 
Take notes to record facts/opinions or differing viewpoints 
 
Paraphrase or summarize what others have said 
 

Use strategies for summarizing, such as the following: 
° delete trivial and redundant information; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 

create a main idea statement 
 

Organize convincing arguments to include: 
° facts; 
° statistics; 
° examples; and 
° logical reasoning. 

 

Plan and deliver an oral presentation, using the following 
steps: 

° determine topic and purpose; 
° identify the intended audience; 
° gather information; 
° organize the information;  
° use multimedia to clarify presentation information; 
° choose vocabulary appropriate to topic, purpose, 

and audience; 
° phrase with grammatically correct language; and 

practice delivery. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 

Reading 
 
6.4 The student will read and learn the meanings of 

 
 
 



unfamiliar words and phrases within authentic texts.  
 
Use common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., aud –  hearing, listening, or sound 
audience, auditory, audible 
 
Identify Latin and Greek roots of common English words  as 
clues to the meaning 
 
Separate and recombine known word parts to predict the 
meaning of unfamiliar words, such as separating poly from 
polygon and phone from telephone to predict the meaning 
of polyphony 
 
Recognize common antonyms and synonyms 
 
Notice relationships among inflected words, such as proceed 
and procession or internal and internalization 
 
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning 

Recognize word relationships, such as: 
° synonyms – small: little; 
° antonyms – up: down; 
° object/action – ear: hear; 
° source/product – tree: lumber; 
° part/whole – paw: dog; and animal/habitat – bee: 

hive 

Use context clues to determine meanings of unfamiliar 
words in text, such as: 

° examples; 
° restatements; and 
° contrast. 

 
Consult word reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses, both print and online) to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its meaning 
 

 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Haiku, limerick, 
ballad, free verse 
Writing: 
Sentence Diagram 
 
Writing: 
Domains of writing: 
Composing, written 
expression, usage 
and mechanics 
Writing Process,  
Pre-writing 
techniques: 
Brainstorming, 
webbing, mapping, 
clustering, listing, 
outlining 
Revising 
techniques: 
Rereading, 
reflecting, 
rethinking, rewriting 
writing rubric 
Topic sentence 
Thesis statement 
Sentence Types: 
Declarative, 
exclamatory, 
imperative, 
interrogative 
Narrative 
techniques: 
dialogue, 
pacing, description 
Coherence 
Elaboration, 
Convincing 
arguments include: 
Facts, statistics, 
examples, logical 
reasoning 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 “Alphabet”  
p. 665 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5b, SOL 6.5c  
SOL 6.5e, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5j  
Make, confirm, revise 
predictions  
Describe how word choice 
and imagery  
contribute to meaning  
Use prior knowledge  
Draw conclusions/ make 
inferences  
Analyze figurative 
language  
Understand poetic forms 
 
“Hard as Nails” 
pp. 368-375 
More Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5e  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5g  
SOL 6.5i, SOL 6.6c  
SOL 6.6i  
Point of view/purpose  
Character and plot to 
support theme  
Prior knowledge  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Paraphrasing and 
summarizing  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Compare/contrast 
information about one  
topic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on reading and content 

 

 
Evaluating 

 
Research: 
Database 
Evaluate resources 
Expert authority 
Fact/opinion 
MLA format 
Multimedia 
Online, print, and 
media references: 
Atlas, 
Dictionaries, 
Thesauruses, 
Glossaries, 
Encyclopedias, 
Directories, 
Appropriate 
Internet resources, 
Plagiarism 
Primary source, 
Secondary source, 
Research plan, 
Research rubric, 
Resources, 
Statistics, 
Synthesize 
information, 
Validity and 
authenticity, 
Works-cited page 
 
 
Writing: 
Double Negatives 
Comma Splices 

 
 
 
A Backwoods Boy” 
pp. 410-420 
Above Level 
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.5e  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5h  
SOL 6.5i, SOL 6.5k  
Vocabulary in context  
Prior knowledge  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details  
Transitions for 
organization 
 
“Letter to Scottie”  
pp. 480-482  
More Challenging  
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6e  
SOL 6.6g, SOL 6.6h  
SOL 6.6k  
Use text structures  
Draw 
conclusions/inferences  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details  
Identify cause/result 
relationships 
 
 
Write Source: 
Double Negatives Pg 510 
Active Listening 
Pgs 418-422 
Prefixes, Suffixes, Roots 
Pgs 564-569 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Pgs 562-563 
Transitional Words 
Pgs 572-573 
Comma usage 
Pgs 583-593 

Reading 
 
6.5 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension 
of a variety of fictional texts, narrative nonfiction, and 
poetry. 
 
Use strategies for summarizing, such as graphic organizers 
 
Use graphic organizers to record plot elements that 
illustrate cause and effect relationships and plot 
development 
 
Use graphic organizers to record changes in characters as a 
result of incidents in the plot 
 
Use graphic organizers to record clues in the text and 
inferences or conclusions made by the reader as a result of 
those clues 
 
Identify how transitional words signal an author’s 
organization such as words indicating time, cause and 
effect, or indicating more information 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Applying  
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 

Reading 
 
6.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension 
of a variety of nonfiction texts. 
 

Activate prior knowledge before reading by use of, but not 
limited to: 

° small-group or whole-class discussion; 
° anticipation guides; and preview of key vocabulary 

Pose questions prior to and during the reading process 
based on text structures, such as: 

° boldface and/or italics type; 
° type set in color; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
SOL Blueprints; 
SS; CG; CF; SPQ 

Textbooks; 
Write Source; 
Word Wisdom; 
Reader’s 
handbook; 

Novels; DLR; 
Computer lab; 
AR; COACH; 
Smartboard 

Supplementary  



° vocabulary; 
° graphics or photographs; and headings and 

subheadings 

Use specific and helpful clues in the context, including: 
° definitions – which define words within the text; 
° signal words – which alert readers that 

explanations or examples 
follow; 

° direct explanations – which explain terms as they 
are introduced; 

° synonyms – which provide a more commonly used 
term; 

° antonyms – which contrast words with their 
opposites; and 

° inferences – which imply meaning and help readers 
deduce  meaning 

 

Give evidence from the text to support conclusions 
 
Predict and then read to validate or revise the prediction(s) 
 
Identify clue words and phrases that help unlock meaning of 
unfamiliar and technical terms 
 
Comprehend and record details and/or facts in order to 
arrive at a conclusion, inference, or generalization 
 
Recognize that a fact is something that can be proven, while 
an opinion is a personal feeling 
 
Determine a central idea of a text and recognize how details 
support that idea 
 
Use graphic organizers to show similarities and differences 
in the information found in several sources about the same 
topic 

Use strategies and rules for summarizing, such as the 
following: 

° delete trivia and redundancy; 

 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Splices pg 590 
 

Grade Level- 
Content Area 
Books 



° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 
create a main idea statement 

 

Summarize the text without providing a personal opinion 
 
Compare and contrast similar information across several 
texts 

 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Analyzing 

Writing  
 
6.7 The student will write narration, description,    

exposition, and persuasion. 
 
Establish and maintain a formal style of writing when 
appropriate 
 
Provide an appropriate conclusion for the purpose and 
mode of writing 
 
Identify audience and purpose for any piece of writing 

Use selected prewriting techniques, such as: 
° brainstorming; 
° webbing; 
° mapping; 
° clustering; 
° listing; 
° organizing graphically; 
° questioning; and 
° outlining. 

 
 

Elaborate to: 
° give detail; 
° add depth; and continue the flow of an idea 

 

Write an effective thesis statement focusing, limiting, or 
narrowing the topic 
 
Differentiate between a thesis statement and a topic 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 



sentence 
 
Write more than one paragraph on any central theme or 
topic demonstrating elaboration, coherence, and unity 
 

Incorporate variety into sentences, using appropriate: 
o modifier – an adjective, an adverb, or a phrase or 

clause acting as an adjective or adverb;  
° coordination – joining words, phrases, clauses, or 

sentences 
by using appropriate coordinating conjunctions; 
and 

o subordination – establishing the relationship 
between an independent and a dependent clause 
by using appropriate subordinate conjunctions 

Understand that revising to improve a draft includes: 
° rereading; 
° reflecting; 
° rethinking; and rewriting. 

 

Use available computer technology to enhance the writing 
 
Write using strategies such as definition, classification 
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect 

Include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia when appropriate 
Develop the topic using  relevant facts, definitions, details, 
quotations, and/or examples 

Use transitional words or phrases to connect parts of 
sentences in order to:  

° show relationships between ideas; 
° signal a shift or change in the writer's thoughts;  
° signal levels of importance;  
° suggest a pattern of organization; and make 
sentences clearer. 

 
 
 

 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Applying 
 

 
Creating 

 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 

 



Writing 
 
6.8 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, 
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing.  
 
Avoid comma splices and fused sentences 
 
Eliminate double negatives 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Evaluating 

Research 
 

6.9  The student will find, evaluate, and select appropriate 
resources for a research product.   

Understand and use the online, print, and media references 
available in the classroom, school, and public libraries, 
including: 

° general and specialized dictionaries; 
° thesauruses and glossaries; 
° general and specialized encyclopedias; 
° directories; 
° general and specialized (or subject-specific) 

databases; and internet resources, as appropriate 
for school use 

 

Evaluate the validity and authenticity of texts, using 
questions, such as: 

° Does the source appear in a reputable publication? 
° Is the source free from bias?   
° Does the writer have something to gain from his 

opinion? 
° Does the information contain facts for support? 
° Is the same information found in more than one 

source? 
 

Prevent plagiarism and its consequences by giving credit to 
authors when idea and/or words are used in research 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Other 



 
Differentiate between a primary and secondary source 
 
Provide a list of sources using a standard form for 
documenting primary and secondary resources. 

 
Analyzing 

 
 

Creating 

  
  

* Bold items are assessed on the SOL test. 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
• March 5 Report Cards Issued for 

4th six weeks 
• March 9 Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 
• March 25Mid-Six Weeks  
       

    
       

 

FIFTH Six Weeks Curriculum Guide       

Subject:6th Grade Language Arts 

SOL:  6.1, 6.2, 6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 6.9* 

 

 

 

Days 
(29) 

Essential Knowledge and Skills Blooms Vocabulary Suggested Instructional 
Activities 

Add. Info. 

 Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.1 The student will participate in and contribute to small-
group activities.  
 
Ensure that all group members participate in the 
exchange of information 
 
Use strategies that contribute to the discussion 
 
Receive and understand feedback from the others 
 
Pose and respond to questions 
 
Relate and retell information 
 
Restate briefly and critically the main idea(s) or theme(s) 
discussed within a group 
 
Use active listening to focus on what is said and what is 
implied 
 
Summarize what is heard 
Retain and rethink ideas based on what is heard 
Infer and assimilate new ideas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Analyzing 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Creating 
Evaluating 
Creating 

 
 

(Redefine, 
Reinforce and/or 
Review) 
Authentic texts 
Fiction, Nonfiction, 
Narrative 
Nonfiction 
Author’s craft 
Author’s purpose 
Author’s Viewpoint, 
Points of View 
Voice, Tone, Word 
Choice 
Context clues: 
definitions, signal 
words, direct 
explanations, 
synonyms, 
antonyms, 
Cognates, 
homophones, 
inferences, 
examples, 
restatements 
contrasts 
Graphic organizers 
Reference 
Materials: 
dictionary, 
glossary, thesaurus 
(print and online) 
Transitional Words 
and phrases 

Expository Writing Project 
Write Source: 
Pgs 157-217; 529 
 
Write Source: 
Research writing  
Pgs 381-410 
Accelerated Reader 
Active Listening 
Pgs 418-422 
Prefixes, Suffixes, Roots 
Pgs 564-569 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Pgs 562-563 
Transitional Words 
Pgs 572-573 
 
Word Wisdom (Nonfiction, 
roots, affixes, context 
clues, reference materials) 
Units 6 and 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessments 
Homework, 
Quizzes/Tests, 
Projects, AR 
Test,  Rubrics, 
Checklists, 
Classroom 
observation, 
student 
demonstrations 
or 
performances, 
Student 
interviews or 
conclusions 

Rosworks 
STAR 

Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy  



 
6.2 The student will present, listen critically, and express 
opinions in oral presentations.   
 
Take notes to record facts/opinions or differing viewpoints 
 
Paraphrase or summarize what others have said 
 

Use strategies for summarizing, such as the following: 
° delete trivial and redundant information; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 

create a main idea statement 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Creating 

 
Reading 
Strategies: 
predicting, prior 
knowledge, 
state/re-state main 
idea, summarize 
details, ask 
questions, draw 
conclusions, make 
inferences, 
compare and 
contrast, 
summarize, 
synthesize, 
analyze, 
Greek and Latin 
Roots and affixes 
Word Origins 
Word Relationships 
Word Nuances 
 
Reading: 
Inferences, 
Inferential 
meanings, 
Reading Process 
Active Reading 
Reading Rubric 
Organizational 
Patterns: 
Chronological or 
sequential, 
compare/contrast, 
Cause/effect, 
Problem-solution, 
Generalization or 
Principle 
Apostrophe 
 
Elements of 
Narrative Structure: 
Setting, plot, 
character, conflict 
(internal/external) 
Central idea or 
theme, Exposition, 

 
Reader’s Handbook: 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Skills 
Pgs 615-620 
Greek/Latin Roots 
Pgs 689-692 
Synonyms 
Pg 616 
Glossary, Dictionary, 
Thesaurus 
Pg 158; pgs 627-630 
Summarizing 
Pgs658-659 
Graphic Organizers 
Pgs 662 ;667 
 
Pearson Literature Series 
Units 6 and 7 
 
(Instructors will select from 
the following instructional 
examples.) 
 
 “Water”  
p. 398 
Less Challenging 
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5f, 
SOL 6.5i, SOL 6.6c  
Point of view  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Paraphrasing and 
summarizing  
Identify questions to be 
answered 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
6.4 The student will read and learn the meanings of 
unfamiliar words and phrases within authentic texts.  
 
Use common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., aud –  hearing, listening, or sound 
audience, auditory, audible 
 
Identify Latin and Greek roots of common English words  as 
clues to the meaning 
 
Separate and recombine known word parts to predict the 
meaning of unfamiliar words, such as separating poly from 
polygon and phone from telephone to predict the meaning 
of polyphony 
 
Recognize common antonyms and synonyms 
 
Notice relationships among inflected words, such as proceed 
and procession or internal and internalization 
 
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning 

Recognize word relationships, such as: 
° synonyms – small: little; 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Analyzing 



° antonyms – up: down; 
° object/action – ear: hear; 
° source/product – tree: lumber; 
° part/whole – paw: dog; and animal/habitat – bee: 

hive 

Use context clues to determine meanings of unfamiliar 
words in text, such as: 

° examples; 
° restatements; and 
° contrast. 

 
Consult word reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses, both print and online) to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its meaning 
 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on reading and content 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 

Rising Action, 
Climax, Falling 
Action, Resolution 
Character traits 
(Characterization) 
Setting: time, 
place, duration 
Explicit vs. Implied 
Author’s Tone: 
Serious, hostile, 
humorous, 
enthusiastic, 
objective, personal, 
impersonal, 
sarcastic, solemn 
Inferences 
Inferential meaning 
 
Genres: short 
story, novel, drama 
 
Imagery and 
Figurative 
language: 
Colloquial 
expressions 
Simile,  hyperbole, 
metaphor 
Author’s tone 
Serious, hostile, 
humorous, 
enthusiastic, 
objective, personal, 
impersonal, 
sarcastic, solemn 
Genre: short story, 
Novel, drama 
Imagery: sight, 
sound, smell, taste, 
touch 
Poetic elements: 
rhyme, rhythm, 
repetition, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia 
Poetic Forms: 
Haiku, limerick, 

 
“Hard as Nails”  
p.406 
More Challenging  
SOL 6.5a, SOL 6.5e  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5g  
SOL 6.5i, SOL 6.6c  
SOL 6.6i  
Point of view/purpose  
Character and plot to 
support theme  
Prior knowledge  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Paraphrasing and 
summarizing  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Compare/contrast 
information about one  
Topic 
 
“Jackie Robinson: Justice 
at Last”  
 p. 422 
On level  
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.5a  
SOL 6.6b, SOL 6.6c  
SOL 6.6d, SOL 6.6e  
SOL 6.6f  
Vocabulary in context  
Word choice to create 
meaning  
Prior knowledge  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details  
Differentiate between 
facts/opinions 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
6.5 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension 
of a variety of fictional texts, narrative nonfiction, and 
poetry. 
 
Use strategies for summarizing, such as graphic organizers 
 
Use graphic organizers to record plot elements that 
illustrate cause and effect relationships and plot 
development 
 
Use graphic organizers to record changes in characters as a 
result of incidents in the plot 
 
Use graphic organizers to record clues in the text and 
inferences or conclusions made by the reader as a result of 
those clues 
 
Identify how transitional words signal an author’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Applying  
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 



organization such as words indicating time, cause and 
effect, or indicating more information 
 

ballad, free verse 
 
 
Writing: 
Domains of writing: 
Composing, written 
expression, usage 
and mechanics 
Writing Process,  
Pre-writing 
techniques: 
Brainstorming, 
webbing, mapping, 
clustering, listing, 
outlining 
Revising 
techniques: 
Rereading, 
reflecting, 
rethinking, rewriting 
writing rubric 
Topic sentence 
Thesis statement 
Sentence Types: 
Declarative, 
exclamatory, 
imperative, 
interrogative 
Narrative 
techniques: 
dialogue, 
pacing, description 
Coherence 
Elaboration 
 
 

 
 
“The Shutout”  
p. 428 
Above Level  
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.6b  
SOL 6.6c, SOL 6.6d  
SOL 6.6e, SOL 6.6h  
SOL 6.6f  
Vocabulary in context  
Point of view/purpose  
Use prior knowledge  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Paraphrasing and 
summarizing  
Fact and opinion  
 
“Preserving a Great  
American Symbol”  
p. 439 
On Level  
SOL6.4c, SOL 6.6c  
SOL 6.6d, SOL 6.6e  
SOL 6.6g, SOL 6.6h  
Vocabulary in context  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Predictions: make, 
confirm, revise  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Identify main ideas  
Summarize details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
6.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension 
of a variety of nonfiction texts. 
 

Activate prior knowledge before reading by use of, but not 
limited to: 

° small-group or whole-class discussion; 
° anticipation guides; and preview of key vocabulary 

Pose questions prior to and during the reading process 
based on text structures, such as: 

° boldface and/or italics type; 
° type set in color; 
° vocabulary; 
° graphics or photographs; and headings and 

subheadings 

Use specific and helpful clues in the context, including: 
° definitions – which define words within the text; 
° signal words – which alert readers that 

explanations or examples 
follow; 

° direct explanations – which explain terms as they 
are introduced; 

° synonyms – which provide a more commonly used 
term; 

° antonyms – which contrast words with their 
opposites; and 

° inferences – which imply meaning and help readers 
deduce  meaning 

 

Give evidence from the text to support conclusions 
 
Predict and then read to validate or revise the prediction(s) 
 
Identify clue words and phrases that help unlock meaning of 
unfamiliar and technical terms 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Resources 
SOL Blueprints; 
SS; CG; CF; SPQ 

Textbooks; 
Write Source; 
Word Wisdom; 
Reader’s 
handbook; 

Novels; DLR; 
Computer lab; 
AR; COACH; 
Smartboard 

Supplementary  
Grade Level- 
Content Area 
Books 



 
Comprehend and record details and/or facts in order to 
arrive at a conclusion, inference, or generalization 
 
Recognize that a fact is something that can be proven, while 
an opinion is a personal feeling 
 
Determine a central idea of a text and recognize how details 
support that idea 
 
Use graphic organizers to show similarities and differences 
in the information found in several sources about the same 
topic 

Use strategies and rules for summarizing, such as the 
following: 

° delete trivia and redundancy; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 

create a main idea statement 
 

Summarize the text without providing a personal opinion 
 
Compare and contrast similar information across several 
texts 

Understanding 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Analyzing 

 
 
“Turkeys”  
p. 472 
On Level  
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6b  
SOL 6.6c, SOL 6.5f 
SOL 6.5h, SOL 6.5i  
SOL 6.5k  
Use text structures  
Use prior knowledge  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Draw 
conclusions/inferences  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details 
Transitions for 
organization 
 
“Langston Terrace” 
p. 480 
More Challenging 
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6b  
SOL 6.6c, SOL 6.5f 
SOL 6.5h, SOL 6.5i  
SOL 6.5k  
Use text structures  
Use prior knowledge  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Draw 
conclusions/inferences  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details  
Transitions for 
organization 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing  
 
6.7  The student will write narration, description,    
exposition, and persuasion. 
 
Establish and maintain a formal style of writing when 
appropriate 
 
Provide an appropriate conclusion for the purpose and 
mode of writing 
 
Identify audience and purpose for any piece of writing 

Use selected prewriting techniques, such as: 
° brainstorming; 
° webbing; 
° mapping; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Analyzing 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



° clustering; 
° listing; 
° organizing graphically; 
° questioning; and 
° outlining. 

 
 

Elaborate to: 
° give detail; 
° add depth; and continue the flow of an idea 

 

Write an effective thesis statement focusing, limiting, or 
narrowing the topic 
 
Differentiate between a thesis statement and a topic 
sentence 
 
Write more than one paragraph on any central theme or 
topic demonstrating elaboration, coherence, and unity 
 

Incorporate variety into sentences, using appropriate: 
o modifier – an adjective, an adverb, or a phrase or 

clause acting as an adjective or adverb;  
° coordination – joining words, phrases, clauses, or 

sentences 
by using appropriate coordinating conjunctions; 
and 

o subordination – establishing the relationship 
between an independent and a dependent clause 
by using appropriate subordinate conjunctions 

Understand that revising to improve a draft includes: 
° rereading; 
° reflecting; 
° rethinking; and rewriting. 

 

Use available computer technology to enhance the writing 
 
Write using strategies such as definition, classification 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 

 
 
 
“La Leña Buena”  
p. 492 
On Level  
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g, SOL 6.5i  
Vocabulary in context  
Point of view/purpose  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Character and plot to 
support theme  
Paraphrasing and 
summarizing 
 
The Pigman and Me  
p. 498 
More Challenging  
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.5a,  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5g,  
SOL 6.5i 
Vocabulary in context, 
point of view/purpose, 
Inferences/conclusions, 
Character/plot to support 
theme, 
paraphrasing/summarizing 
 
“Letter to Scottie”  
p. 522  
More Challenging  
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6e  
SOL 6.6g, SOL 6.6h  
SOL 6.6k  
Use text structures  
Draw 
conclusions/inferences  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details  
Identify cause/result 
relationships 
 
 
 



comparison/contrast, and cause/effect 

Include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia when appropriate 
Develop the topic using  relevant facts, definitions, details, 
quotations, and/or examples 

Use transitional words or phrases to connect parts of 
sentences in order to:  

° show relationships between ideas; 
° signal a shift or change in the writer's thoughts;  
° signal levels of importance;  
° suggest a pattern of organization; and make 
sentences clearer. 

 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and information 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 

 
 
 
“Race to the End of the  
Earth”  
p. 335 
SOL 6.5k, SOL 6.6a  
SOL 6.6e, SOL 6.6g  
SOL 6.6h ,SOL 6.6i  
SOL 6.6j  
Identify transitional words 
and phrases to  
signal organization  
Use text structures  
Draw 
conclusions/inferences  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details  
Compare/contrast 
information about one  
topic  
Identify organizational 
pattern 
 
“The Caribbean”  
p. 135 
On Level  
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6b 
SOL 6.6c, SOL 6.6d  
SOL 6.6e, SOL 6.6g  
SOL 6.6h  
Text structures  
Prior knowledge  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Predictions: make, 
confirm, revise  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Identify main ideas  
Summarize details 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing 
 
6.8 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, 
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing.  
 
Use complete sentences with appropriate punctuation 
 
Avoid comma splices and fused sentences 
 
Avoid using coordinating conjunctions at the beginning of a 
sentence (e.g., and, so) 
 
Diagram sentences with phrases and clauses 
 
Use singular verbs with singular subjects and plural verbs 
with plural subjects (e.g., The driver of the bus aware of 
children drives very carefully. The students in the class 
discuss many topics). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 



Use reference sources to select the correct spelling and 
usage of words such as their, there, and they’re 
 
Use first person pronouns appropriately in compound 
subjects and objects (e.g., John and I went to the store. 
Mother gave presents to Jim and me.) 
 
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with 
unclear or ambiguous antecedents) 
 
Choose adjectives and adverbs appropriately (e.g., He is a 
good student. He does really well in all his studies). 
 
Capitalize language classes or classes followed by a number 
(e.g., French, Algebra II) 
 
Capitalize mom and dad only when those titles replace 
names or are used as proper nouns (e.g., My mom told me 
to go to bed, and I replied, “No, Mom, I don’t want to.”). 
 
Correctly use the apostrophe for contractions and 
possessives 
 
Maintain a consistent verb tense within sentences and 
throughout and across paragraphs 
 
Eliminate double negatives 
 
Punctuate and format dialogue 

 
Evaluating 

 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 

Creating 
 
 

 

 
 
 
“Origami”  
p. 603 
On Level  
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6b  
SOL 6.6c, SOL 6.6d  
SOL 6.6e  
Text structures  
Prior knowledge  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Conclusions and 
inferences 
 
 
 

Research 
 

6.9  The student will find, evaluate, and select appropriate 
resources for a research product.   

Understand and use the online, print, and media references 
available in the classroom, school, and public libraries, 
including: 

° general and specialized dictionaries; 
° thesauruses and glossaries; 
° general and specialized encyclopedias; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other 



° directories; 
° general and specialized (or subject-specific) 

databases; and internet resources, as appropriate 
for school use 

 

Evaluate the validity and authenticity of texts, using 
questions, such as: 

° Does the source appear in a reputable publication? 
° Is the source free from bias?   
° Does the writer have something to gain from his 

opinion? 
° Does the information contain facts for support? 
° Is the same information found in more than one 

source? 
 

Prevent plagiarism and its consequences by giving credit to 
authors when idea and/or words are used in research 
 
Differentiate between a primary and secondary source 
 
Provide a list of sources using a standard form for 
documenting primary and secondary resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Creating 

  
  

* Bold items are assessed on the SOL test. 



SIXTH Six Weeks Curriculum Guide 

Subject:6th Grade Language Arts 

SOL: 6.3, Review All/Emphasize Standards indicated in SOL Test Blueprints 6.4,6.5,6.6* 

 

 

Days 
(29) 

Essential Knowledge and Skills Blooms Vocabulary Suggested Instructional 
Activities 

Add. Info. 

 Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.1 The student will participate in and contribute to small-
group activities.  
 
Ensure that all group members participate in the 
exchange of information 
 
Use strategies that contribute to the discussion 
 
Receive and understand feedback from the others 
 
Pose and respond to questions 
 
Relate and retell information 
 
Restate briefly and critically the main idea(s) or theme(s) 
discussed within a group 
 
Use active listening to focus on what is said and what is 
implied 
 
Summarize what is heard 
 
Retain and rethink ideas based on what is heard 
 
Infer and assimilate new ideas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Creating 
 

(Redefine, 
Reinforce and/or 
Review) 
Authentic texts 
Fiction, Nonfiction, 
Narrative 
Nonfiction 
Author’s craft 
Author’s purpose 
Author’s Viewpoint, 
Points of View 
Voice, Tone, Word 
Choice 
Context clues: 
definitions, signal 
words, direct 
explanations, 
synonyms, 
antonyms, 
Cognates, 
homophones, 
inferences, 
examples, 
restatements 
contrasts 
Graphic organizers 
Reference 
Materials: 
dictionary, 
glossary, thesaurus 
(print and online) 
Transitional Words 
and phrases 
Reading 
Strategies: 

SOL Review Activities 
VDOE Practice Test Items 
 
RosWorks Technology 
Enhanced Practice Items 
 
Word Wisdom (Nonfiction, 
roots, affixes, context 
clues, reference materials) 
Units 8, 9 and 10 
 
Write Source: 
Active Listening 
Pgs 418-422 
Prefixes, Suffixes, Roots 
Pgs 564-569 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Pgs 562-563 
Transitional Words 
Pgs 572-573 
 
Reader’s Handbook: 
Context Clues/Vocabulary 
Skills 
Pgs 615-620 
Greek/Latin Roots 
Pgs 689-692 
Synonyms 
Pg 616 
Glossary, Dictionary, 
Thesaurus 
Pg 158; pgs 627-630 
Summarizing Pgs 658-659 
Graphic Organizers 
Pgs 662 ;667 

Assessments 
Homework, 
Quizzes/Tests, 
Projects, AR 
Test,  Rubrics, 
Checklists, 
Classroom 
observation, 
student 
demonstrations 
or 
performances, 
Student 
interviews or 
conclusions 

Rosworks 
STAR 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

• May 6 Mid-Six Weeks 
• May 25 Memorial Day Holiday 
• May 29 Last day of school 

 



 
Evaluating 

 
 
 

Creating 
 

predicting, prior 
knowledge, 
state/re-state main 
idea, summarize 
details, ask 
questions, draw 
conclusions, make 
inferences, 
compare and 
contrast, 
summarize, 
synthesize, 
analyze, 
Greek and Latin 
Roots and affixes 
Word Origins 
Word Relationships 
Word Nuances 
 
Reading: 
Inferences, 
Inferential 
meanings, 
Reading Process 
Active Reading 
Reading Rubric 
Organizational 
Patterns: 
Chronological or 
sequential, 
compare/contrast, 
Cause/effect, 
Problem-solution, 
Generalization or 
Principle 
Apostrophe 
 
Elements of 
Narrative Structure: 
Setting, plot, 
character, conflict 
(internal/external) 
Central idea or 
theme, Exposition, 
Rising Action, 
Climax, Falling 
Action, Resolution 

Pearson Literature Series 
Units 6 and 7 
 
(Instructors will select from 
the following instructional 
examples.) 
 
“La Leña Buena”  
p. 492 
On Level  
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.5f  
SOL 6.5g, SOL 6.5i  
Vocabulary in context  
Point of view/purpose  
Inferences and 
conclusions  
Character and plot to 
support theme  
Paraphrasing and 
summarizing 
 
The Pigman and Me  
p. 498 
More Challenging  
SOL 6.4c, SOL 6.5a,  
SOL 6.5f, SOL 6.5g,  
SOL 6.5i 
Vocabulary in context, 
point of view/purpose, 
Inferences/conclusions, 
Character/plot to support 
theme, 
paraphrasing/summarizing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.2 The student will present, listen critically, and express 
opinions in oral presentations.   
 
Take notes to record facts/opinions or differing viewpoints 
 
Paraphrase or summarize what others have said 
 

Use strategies for summarizing, such as the following: 
° delete trivial and redundant information; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 

create a main idea statement 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 

Creating 

Communication:  Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
 
6.3  The student will understand the elements of media 
literacy.  
 
Deconstruct and compare/contrast several types of media 
messages 
 
Recognize production elements in media are composed 
based on audience and purpose 
 
Create media messages, such as public service 
announcements aimed at a variety of audiences with 
different purposes 
 
Integrate information presented in different media or 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to 
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue 
 
Identify the elements of a variety of media including layout, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 



pictures, and text features in print media; camera shots, 
lighting, editing, and sound in TV, radio, and film 
 
Access media message to compare and contrast 
information presented in different media and/or formats 
 
Understand that three most common camera angles or 
shots are the close-up, long shot, and medium shot 

 

 
Analyzing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 

Character traits 
(Characterization) 
Setting: time, 
place, duration 
Explicit vs. Implied 
Author’s Tone: 
Serious, hostile, 
humorous, 
enthusiastic, 
objective, personal, 
impersonal, 
sarcastic, solemn 
Inferences 
Inferential meaning 
 
Genres: short 
story, novel, drama 
 
Imagery and 
Figurative 
language: 
Colloquial 
expressions 
Simile,  hyperbole, 
metaphor 
Author’s tone 
Serious, hostile, 
humorous, 
enthusiastic, 
objective, personal, 
impersonal, 
sarcastic, solemn 
Genre: short story, 
Novel, drama 
Imagery: sight, 
sound, smell, taste, 
touch 
Poetic elements: 
rhyme, rhythm, 
repetition, 
alliteration, 
onomatopoeia 
Poetic Forms: 
Haiku, limerick, 
ballad, free verse 
 
 

 
“Letter to Scottie”  
p. 522  
More Challenging  
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6e  
SOL 6.6g, SOL 6.6h  
SOL 6.6k  
Use text structures  
Draw 
conclusions/inferences  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details  
Identify cause/result 
relationships 
 
“Race to the End of the  
Earth”  
p. 335 
SOL 6.5k, SOL 6.6a  
SOL 6.6e, SOL 6.6g  
SOL 6.6h ,SOL 6.6i  
SOL 6.6j  
Identify transitional words 
and phrases to  
signal organization  
Use text structures  
Draw 
conclusions/inferences  
Identify main idea  
Summarize supporting 
details  
Compare/contrast 
information about one  
topic  
Identify organizational 
pattern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
6.4 The student will read and learn the meanings of 
unfamiliar words and phrases within authentic texts.  
 
Use common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., aud –  hearing, listening, or sound 
audience, auditory, audible 
 
Identify Latin and Greek roots of common English words  as 
clues to the meaning 
 
Separate and recombine known word parts to predict the 
meaning of unfamiliar words, such as separating poly from 
polygon and phone from telephone to predict the meaning 
of polyphony 
 
Recognize common antonyms and synonyms 
 
Notice relationships among inflected words, such as proceed 
and procession or internal and internalization 
 
Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning 

Recognize word relationships, such as: 
° synonyms – small: little; 
° antonyms – up: down; 
° object/action – ear: hear; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 



° source/product – tree: lumber; 
° part/whole – paw: dog; and animal/habitat – bee: 

hive 

Use context clues to determine meanings of unfamiliar 
words in text, such as: 

° examples; 
° restatements; and 
° contrast. 

 
Consult word reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses, both print and online) to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its meaning 
 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on reading and content 

 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 

Writing: 
Domains of writing: 
Composing, written 
expression, usage 
and mechanics 
Writing Process,  
Pre-writing 
techniques: 
Brainstorming, 
webbing, mapping, 
clustering, listing, 
outlining 
Revising 
techniques: 
Rereading, 
reflecting, 
rethinking, rewriting 
writing rubric 
Topic sentence 
Thesis statement 
Sentence Types: 
Declarative, 
exclamatory, 
imperative, 
interrogative 
Narrative 
techniques: 
dialogue, 
pacing, description 
Coherence 
Elaboration 
 
Communication 
And Media: 
 
Auditory media 
Communication 
process 
Communication 
rubric 
Convincing 
arguments include: 
Facts, statistics, 
examples, logical 
reasoning 
Media elements: 
Layout, pictures, 

 
“The Caribbean”  
p. 135 
On Level  
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6b 
SOL 6.6c, SOL 6.6d  
SOL 6.6e, SOL 6.6g  
SOL 6.6h  
Text structures  
Prior knowledge  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Predictions: make, 
confirm, revise  
Conclusions and 
inferences  
Identify main ideas  
Summarize details 
 
“Origami”  
p. 603 
On Level  
SOL 6.6a, SOL 6.6b  
SOL 6.6c, SOL 6.6d  
SOL 6.6e  
Text structures  
Prior knowledge  
Identify questions to be 
answered  
Conclusions and 
inferences 
 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
6.5 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension 
of a variety of fictional texts, narrative nonfiction, and 
poetry. 
 
Use strategies for summarizing, such as graphic organizers 
 
Use graphic organizers to record plot elements that 
illustrate cause and effect relationships and plot 
development 
 
Use graphic organizers to record changes in characters as a 
result of incidents in the plot 
 
Use graphic organizers to record clues in the text and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Applying  
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 

Resources 
SOL Blueprints; 
SS; CG; CF; SPQ 

Textbooks; 
Write Source; 
Word Wisdom; 
Reader’s 
handbook; 

Novels; DLR; 
Computer lab; 
AR; COACH; 
Smartboard 

Supplementary  
Grade Level- 
Content Area 
Books 



inferences or conclusions made by the reader as a result of 
those clues 
 
Identify how transitional words signal an author’s 
organization such as words indicating time, cause and 
effect, or indicating more information 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 

text features, 
camera shots (long 
shot, close-up, 
medium shot), 
lighting, editing, 
sound 
Media literacy 
Media message 
attributes: 
Authorship, format 
audience, content, 
purpose 
Points of View 
Public service 
announcement 
(PSA)  
verbal and 
nonverbal 
feedback 
Visual media 
Written media 
 

Reading 
 
6.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension 
of a variety of nonfiction texts. 
 

Activate prior knowledge before reading by use of, but not 
limited to: 

° small-group or whole-class discussion; 
° anticipation guides; and preview of key vocabulary 

Pose questions prior to and during the reading process 
based on text structures, such as: 

° boldface and/or italics type; 
° type set in color; 
° vocabulary; 
° graphics or photographs; and headings and 

subheadings 

Use specific and helpful clues in the context, including: 
° definitions – which define words within the text; 
° signal words – which alert readers that 

explanations or examples 
follow; 

° direct explanations – which explain terms as they 
are introduced; 

° synonyms – which provide a more commonly used 
term; 

° antonyms – which contrast words with their 
opposites; and 

° inferences – which imply meaning and help readers 
deduce  meaning 

 

Give evidence from the text to support conclusions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Predict and then read to validate or revise the prediction(s) 
 
Identify clue words and phrases that help unlock meaning of 
unfamiliar and technical terms 
 
Comprehend and record details and/or facts in order to 
arrive at a conclusion, inference, or generalization 
 
Recognize that a fact is something that can be proven, while 
an opinion is a personal feeling 
 
Determine a central idea of a text and recognize how details 
support that idea 
 
Use graphic organizers to show similarities and differences 
in the information found in several sources about the same 
topic 

Use strategies and rules for summarizing, such as the 
following: 

° delete trivia and redundancy; 
° substitute a general term for a list; and find or 

create a main idea statement 
 

Summarize the text without providing a personal opinion 
 
Compare and contrast similar information across several 
texts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 

Understanding 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
Writing  
 
6.7  The student will write narration, description,    

 
 
 
 



exposition, and persuasion. 
 

Understand that revising to improve a draft includes: 
° rereading; 
° reflecting; 
° rethinking; and rewriting. 

 

 
 
 

Understanding 

Writing 
 
6.8 The student will edit writing for correct grammar, 
capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, 
and paragraphing.  
 
Use complete sentences with appropriate punctuation 
 
Avoid comma splices and fused sentences 
 
Avoid using coordinating conjunctions at the beginning of a 
sentence (e.g., and, so) 
 
Diagram sentences with phrases and clauses 
 
Use singular verbs with singular subjects and plural verbs 
with plural subjects (e.g., The driver of the bus aware of 
children drives very carefully. The students in the class 
discuss many topics). 
 
Use reference sources to select the correct spelling and 
usage of words such as their, there, and they’re 
 
Use first person pronouns appropriately in compound 
subjects and objects (e.g., John and I went to the store. 
Mother gave presents to Jim and me.) 
 
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with 
unclear or ambiguous antecedents) 
 
Choose adjectives and adverbs appropriately (e.g., He is a 
good student. He does really well in all his studies). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 

Analyzing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 

Other 



 
Capitalize language classes or classes followed by a number 
(e.g., French, Algebra II) 
 
Capitalize mom and dad only when those titles replace 
names or are used as proper nouns (e.g., My mom told me 
to go to bed, and I replied, “No, Mom, I don’t want to.”). 
 
Correctly use the apostrophe for contractions and 
possessives 
 
Maintain a consistent verb tense within sentences and 
throughout and across paragraphs 
 
Eliminate double negatives 

Research 
 

6.9  The student will find, evaluate, and select appropriate 
resources for a research product.   

Understand and use the online, print, and media references 
available in the classroom, school, and public libraries, 
including: 

° general and specialized dictionaries; 
° thesauruses and glossaries; 
° general and specialized encyclopedias; 
° directories; 
° general and specialized (or subject-specific) 

databases; and internet resources, as appropriate 
for school use 

 

 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 

Applying 
 
 
 

Evaluating 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understanding 
  
  

* Bold items are assessed on the SOL test. 
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